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The ACLU of Michigan supports House Bill 4156, which will enter Michigan into the National
Popular Vote compact. The National Popular Vote compact provides that state election officials in
all states participating in the plan would award their Electoral College votes to the presidential
candidate who receives the largest number of popular votes in all 50 states and the District of
Columbia. This compact would not go into effect until enacted by states collectively possessing a
majority of the electoral vote - 270 of the 538 electoral votes.

Under the National Popular Vote compact, the Electors would be selected based on a nationwide
popular vote. The compact will ensure the candidate with the most votes wins and eliminate the
possibility that a candidate who received the most popular votes but did not receive the requisite
270 Electoral College votes needed to win, could lose the election. This has happened with
increased frequency and likelihood over the years.

The compact will also further the principle of one person, one vote. By ensuring that each vote cast
has an equal impact on the outcome of the Presidential Election, National Popular Vote gives each
citizen equal power in the election, regardless of the state in which the voter lives. Instead of voters
in a few swing states deciding the outcome, candidates will need to speak to - and listen to - all
citizens throughout the country equally.

Article 11, Section 1 of the Constitution provides that: “Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as
the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors . ..” Thus, the states have inherent power
to select their Electors as they see fit, provided that some other provision of the constitution, such
as the Fourteenth or Fifteenth Amendments, is not violated. The Supreme Court has held that states
have exclusive power over the appointment and mode of appointment of electors under the
Constitution. Therefore, exercising this state power in no way infringes on any area of supremacy of
the United States, as there is no federal power to award electoral votes.
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